
November is a month where many take a moment to reflect on the things in life we have to be thankful for.  I have enjoyed reading the posts on Facebook as several friends have taken the challenge of sharing something they are thankful every day during the month of November.  While I won’t take up the space for 30 on the United Way newsletter, I would like to share the following:
I am thankful that I live in a community that has supported and nurtured the United Way of Western Nebraska.  Our campaign goal for this year is $350,000.  A large number, however, such a small fraction of the amount needed to support the agencies in our valley that provide services to the less fortunate, regardless of age, race, religion, handicap or gender.  The members of our communities have proven their generosity numerous times over the last several decades and I am confident this campaign will not be an exception.  Thank you to those of you who have already donated towards our goal, and thanks in advance to those who will be giving in the next several weeks.
I am thankful for the United Way of Western Nebraska staff - Steph Black, Executive Director; Shanna Halstead, Administrative Assistant; Jeana Allen, Special Events and Marketing Coordinator; and Kathy Worley, Box Butte County United Way Director.  These women are unbelievably steadfast in their pursuit of supporting the mission for United Way.  If you have ever spent time working with these ladies, you will find there is no time clock, set work week, or task that does not fit in what they deem as their job description when a task or event needs to be accomplished  

I am thankful for the United Way of Western Nebraska volunteers, including, but not limited to, the Special Events Committee, Funds Distribution volunteers, Loaned Executives, everyone who joined in helping with the Day of Caring and the Duck Race, and Board Members.  Without the time and energy of each one of these volunteers, our United Way would achieve much less.
I am thankful for the Executive Directors, Staff, Volunteers, and Board of Directors for all the agencies United Way of Western Nebraska supports now, or has supported in the past.  Each organization has strong networks of support of their own and the commitment to providing services in our communities is appreciated beyond words.

This year has been eventful with the debut of the magical and whimsical Masquerade Ball, a record setting number of teams at the United Way Golf Tournament, a bus load full of school supplies collected with Stuff the Bus, several agencies and citizens receiving help from over 100 volunteers on Day of Caring, and the relocation of the Duck Dump to the beautiful Five Rocks Amphitheater due to high river levels.  We look forward to wrapping up the end of the current campaign year with an announcement of surpassing our campaign goal and awarding the Hawaii trip to a lucky donor!


It seems two small words can’t begin to express the feeling, but THANK YOU for proving to me once again, this community is the greatest! 

